THE MEETING WITH THE 'MISSI DOMINICI'

is, therefore, poles asunder from that of the Bhakta who
proceeds by positive affirmation, and in his case, there
is no strained resolution but an emotional approach
towards the Beautiful, and in his supra-sensuous sense,
Nature is denaturlised, Matter is dematerialised, and the
^Esthetic becomes the expression of the spirit in a
determinate form. The tide of love sweeps the devotee
down the stream to where the Beloved is ; the senses
follow the lead of the one dominant passion like the
children, following the pied piper of Hamelin in Goethe's
story. The renunciation comes as a necessary corollary
of this absorption of Love in the One. It is very difficult
even on the part of scholars who have dedicated themselves
to academic research for years and years to ascertain the
date of Patanjali exactly ; but if we identify him with
the other Patanjali, the author of the great commentary
{Mahabhasya) on Panini's grammer, he may be said to
have lived in 150 B.C. The growth of Yoga as Philosophy
and Religion may, however, be traced back to 700 or
800 B.C. Therefore, when we hear that Paramahamsaji,
before the wondering eyes of Vijaykrishna, detached his
soul from his mortal coil and entered a dead body lying
in the neighbourhood, we are at once reminded of Vipula,
the disciple of Devasharma, who entered, by the powers
of Yoga, into the body of the sage's wife, Ruchi, and
controlled her speech and inhibited her movements from
within, in the presence of the heaven-god Indra, who,
enamoured of her dazzling beauty, had developed an
all-engaging passion for her. When Indra appeared during
the absence of Devasharma, Ruchi, who had already
reciprocated his passion, desired very much to greet him,
but she could not bring herself to do so, as she felt the
pull from within. Vipula's inanimate body was lying near,

135